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say Masood acted alone. But his extrem,. |

ist beliefs were not held in izolatign, He
was known as ap associate of radica]

individuals in Birmingham, said ope |

official. The individuals arrested in the
wake of Masood’s attack may not have

bad any direct knowledge of his inten- | don again. “It depends on the politics of

tions, but they may be able to shed light |

on howhearrivedatthem.

with Isis or al-Qaeda. That in turn may
shedlight on other plotsin train,

Though Isis claimed Masood's attack |

as an attack perpetrated by one of its
“soldiers” Yesterday, it was victory

declared with cant ambiguity,

The jihadis have a tried and tested |

model of connecting with disparate,
vulnerable angd extremist individuals
through online messaging or social
media, and rapidly manipulating
them towards taking viclent
action in their name, The timed
nature of Wednesday’s attack, a
vear after the deadly Isis bomb-

profile certainly fits the jihadis®
pattern, Masood may prove tobe
theirlatest success,

ings in Brussels, as well as hjs |

| —notsecurity

suinding ontsiqe
the edge of a police cordon yesterday.
“We feel safe being here, We just fee]
sorry for the British people.”
Some Germans suggested that Brexit
—mightbe a bigger factor

| in preventing them from visiting Lon-

the country,” saiq Marie-Sophie Gun-

| tram, a 25.year-gld teacher who was
The core of the matter will be deter. |

mining how much contact he had, if any, |

leading 18 secondary school students
from Duisburg,

French tourism was shaken after the
Isis gun attacks in Paris jn November
2015, It was just beginning to recover
when a man killed 85 People in Nice in
July by driving a truck through a
crowded promenade,

In the second quarter of 2016, over-

| night hotel Stays by foreigners in the
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Paris area were down 12.9 percent.
Wouter Geerts, senjor travel analyst
at Euromonitor International, gaiq
immediate impacts were to be expected
after terror attacks but the long-term
effect on tourism jn Paris, Berlin, Nice
and Istanbul depended on the govern-
ment response and the tourist offerings

| London would prove resilient, he said,

The UK capital welcomed a record
14m international visitors in the first
nine months of 2018,

ersonal safety

h constituencies than in Commons

kes, the former Libera] Democrat MP
! Cheltenham, was attacked by a
vrd-wielding constituent whe killed
aide, Andrew ington.

n here I feel safa. I the constity-
iy, I feel far Jess safe,” shrugged one
idon MP, adding that he offered
Tice to constituents only by appoint-
2t Another sajd he had recently had
inic room fitted in his fla. “In here
have the ring of steel, but in the con-
Sency I'm on my own,” he added.
lany MPs described feeling shocked

orappalled by this weelds attack but not
necessarily frightened, given the protec-
tion in place at Westminster,

Heidi Alexander, a former member of
the shadow cabinet, said she had felt
much less scared on Wednesday —
trapped in a committee room — than
during the 7/7 attacks of 2005 when she
Wwas outand about in London,

She said there was an essential pajiyi-
Pleatriskif MPs tried to hide away from
constituents,

“I think direct contact between their
constituents and members of parlia-
mentisabsolutely essentia] for the func-
tioning of democracy and if you change
that, you're letting them win,” she said,
“Iwas thi about Jo Cox Yesterday,
she would have wanted us to continue
doing our jobs in the way we were dolng
them before she waskilled”

One of the biggest challenges MPs face
is distinguishing between genuine

ats and mere verba] aggression on
social media.

Last year, not untypically, several
were sentan email saying “Twill kill yoy

and ail your family” with a photograph
of adecapitated man,
“You live with risk . . , you have to

o

make an assessment of what your risk
threshold is, most Mpg have a high one,”
said Chris Bryant, aLabour MP.

“Our partners tend to have a lower
threshold of abuse, and we also have
responstbility for our staffin the constit-
uency offices”

Jack Dromey, a former Labour minis-
ter, said MPs had always had genuine
voncerns about their own personal
safety. “Now it'sa very serious concern,
the threat is real” he said. “MPs have to
be accountable, we are public servants,
we can't ever hide from the public, but
sensible steps can he taken.”

Some MPs have complained to Ipsa,
the expenses regulator, after it ordersd
them to provide greater informatjon
about theirmileage.

Tom Brake, a Lib Dem MP, said that
Ipsa’s new requirements were “designed
in such a way that for MPs who livein a
small village or an isolated house, some-
one will be able to work oyt where they
live”

But Ipsa said it redacted ail sensitive
and personal information that might
compromise MPs’ safety, insisting that
claimsdidnotneedto include postcodes

dresses,
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